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FOREWORD 


Artistic freedom is a fairly modem inno¬ 
vation. The artists of antiquity and the Mid¬ 
dle Ages, indeed those of the Renaissance^ 
were bound by dictated conventions of 
imagery and style. They were artists none¬ 
theless, and, despite these obstacles, found 
suitable avenues for the expression of fancy, 
wit and imagination. One such area, which 
seems perennially to have fascinated them, 
was the creation of imaginary animals, based 
on superstition, legend, myth, or simply the 
free play of their own invention. 

The Greek and Roman artist drew from the 
rich storehouse of classic myth to represent 
such creatures as the Gorgon, the Harpy, the 
Sphinx, the Pegasus, In Islamic timeSj the 
Musulman craftsman, prevented by 
Mahomet*s strictures from making natural 
representations, skirted Koranic law, and 
risked eternal damnation, by turning to the 
unnatural — weaving into his designs strange 
forms that were part human, part animal, 
part vegetable. His counterpart In Medieval 
Europe, acting on similar impulses, worked 
the image of Gargonille, the popular folk 
legend dragon, into the decorations of the 
church of the lie de France. 

Scriptures, received texts, epics provided 
the artist with a staggering array of demons, 
monsters and ajithropomorphic terrors. The 
Chinese tale of the battle of Gautama with 
the bizarre monster army of Mara was trans¬ 
lated nearly image for image on the walls of 
the Caves of the Tliousand Buddhas at Tun- 
huang (Tang Dynasty). In the West, die 
Temptations of St. Anthony and the dismal 


eschatological passages from the Apocalypse 
(Book of Revelations), with their numerous 
monsters and uncartlily creatures, became 
standard themes for artistic composition. 

There were still other sources. Assembled 
in the tenth century and much read in the 
Middle Ages was the Pioattix, literally a 
treatise on magic practices employing astrol¬ 
ogy. The formulas for magical control called 
for the making of likenesses of gods and 
demons and fifty are described for the use of 
the simulator—a pitifully small number when 
compared to the 16th-century de monog¬ 
rapher Feyerabend, who in his Tkeatrum Dto- 
holum lists over two-and-a-half trilhon devils. 
For the more scholarly artist there was much 
to be learned from Boccaccio*s G^neoiogia 
Deorum, a compendium of mythological gods 
and beasts. Adding to the fabulous terrors 
that abounded w-ere the grossly distorted, yet 
highly imaginative tales of travelers. 
Schedels Chtonicle of the World, published 
in Niimberg in 1498, cites, as a few of the 
witnessed marvels of the East, cynophali or 
dog-faced, barking men and sciopedes, hu¬ 
mans with but one leg ending in a monstrous 
foot, The Unicom itself, of Indian ancestry, 
came to Europe via Plinys Natural Histortf 
and is undoubtedly a somewhat inaccurate 
account of the rhinoceros. 

Since the close of the Middle Ages, any 
number of artists have heeded the pro¬ 
nouncement of Durer that, '"If a person wants 
to create ibc stuff that dreams are made of, 
let him freely mix all sorts of creatures.” Dur¬ 
ing the Renaissance, such strange forms were 
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designated “grotteschi.'* whence our word 
""grotesque.” referring to an ornamental style 
suggested by some relics from antiquity 
found in a grotto-like structure in Rome—sin¬ 
ister^ playful and unfamiliar* Bosch and 
Breughel are the most well-known members 
of this stylistic company, but it is well to re¬ 
member that Raphael made ornamental gro¬ 
tesques for the pillars of the papal loggias. 
Leonardo da Vinci, Signorelli, Griinewald 
and a host of others were also known for their 
indulgence in monster-making. 

Nor did the interest cease with the begin¬ 
ning of modem art and the onset of the age 
of science: Odilon Redon, James Ensor, John 
Graham and, more recently, Robert 
Beauchamp are among the artists who have 
continued the fascination for demonic and 
fantastic form. The curious manifestations 
of dreams and of the subliminal mental life, 
with all their attendant oddities of substance 


and contradictory juxtapositions, are still of 
singular concern to artists. The Surrealist and 
Dada movements deliberately attempted to 
investigate such phenomena, and elements of 
contemporary Pop and Funk art stiU bear 
witness to that search, DiireFs observation is 
echoed in our time by Joseph Campbells: 

The unconscious sends all sorts of vapors, 
odd lieings, terrors and deluding images up 
into the mind — whether in dream, broad 
daylight, or insanity; for the human king¬ 
dom beneath the floor of the oomparetively 
neat little dwelling that we call our con¬ 
sciousness, goes down into unsuspected 
Aladdln*5 caves. (The Hero With a Thou- 
sond Fsce^) 

HKNUY P, RAL.KICII 

ChainnaD, Division of Art 
State University College 
New Paltz, New York 


INTRODUCTION 


Nowhere else has the human fantasy, 
triggered by fear of the unknown or inexplic¬ 
able in nature, shown a wider scope than in 
the invention of fanciful or grotesque mon¬ 
sters. In his imagination, pre-scientific man 
saw monsters everywhere — on land, in the 
waters and in the air ^ embodying aU facets 
of his anxieties. The basic idea of the exist¬ 
ence of monsters is actually not so far-fetched 
as it might appear from our first look at tire 
nasty creatures that haunted the thoughts 
and fantasies of our forebears. There was 
a time, in the beginning of human history, 
when animals, against whose power and cun¬ 
ning man had little defense, were considered 
gods. Their behavior inspired man to assign 
to them appropriate powers, names and 
spirits. Man also feared that the souls of 
slain animals, unless propitiated, might take 


revenge, or that a man^s soul after his death 
would sometimes enter the body of an ani- 
maL Animals were thus worshipped before 
gods were created. Later, they became as¬ 
sociated with the newer deities and were 
mummified after death as their sacred repre¬ 
sentatives, In the earlier religions we find 
deities represented with the bodies of men 
and the heads of animals, or vice versa, or 
as fabulous, fantastic creatures who com¬ 
bined different parts of different kinds of 
beasts. The ancient Assyrian-Babylonian and 
Egyptian mythologies abound with such 
composite monster-gods. Many theories as 
to the origin and cause of monsters were 
advanced in bygone times: in ancient myth¬ 
ologies they were the offspring of the union 
of humans with gods in animal disguise; a 
common belief in folklore attributed them 
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to the unnatural Lntereourse of different 
species of animals; while according to me^ 
dieva] theology such creatures were laelieved 
to be the outcome of copulation by infernal 
creatures with witches. In earliest times and 
in primitive beliefs, animal sacrifices were 
related to tlie deep-sealed ancient tendency 
in man to identify himself with the power 
and spirit of the slain animaL Prehistoric 
man coveted the mysterious personality' of 
beasts whose skins, tails, horns and feathers 
were not only wonv as clothing and decora¬ 
tion, but also for their magical virtues- Many 
of the beasts encountered by man in these 
times were awe-inspiring in their strength, 
ferocity, or gruesome appearance, and so 
man adopted their characteristics for him¬ 
self- He not only used the adornments of 
the animals but also used their names and 
replicas later on in cognomina, titles and 
heraldic devices; as in the escutcheons of 
medieval knights; the family totem poles of 
the Indians of Alaska and British Columbia; 
the half-human, half-animal family gods of 
Polynesia; or the religious animal dance 


masks of Africa, North and South America 
and the Far East. All this use of animal and 
monster images was primarily to endow the 
user with the heroic features of the beast 
represented^ and to frighten away evil spirits 
and demons. Looking at the most outstand¬ 
ing characteristics of monsters of bygone 
days, we find that even today there are an¬ 
imals which show some of these monstrous 
features: for size we still have the pachy¬ 
derms; elephant, rhinoceros and hippopot¬ 
amus; for ferocity, the carnivorous beasts: 
lion, tiger, wolf and others; for dragoo-like 
ugliness, the reptiles: crocodile, cayman, 
gavial, alligator, chameleon, iguana, Gila 
monster and others; for grotesqueness: the 
dromedary, giraffe, hyena, and gorilla; for 
deadliness: the boa constrictor, cobra, rattle¬ 
snake and other poisonous serpents; for 
hideous looking insects: the scorpion, black* 
widow spider, praying mantis, and mole* 
cricket; for sea-monsters: the hammerhead 
shark, manta-ray, moray, and man-of-war; 
and for flying monsters: the vampire bat, 
vulture, condor and other birds of prey. 
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CKapter 1 

DRAGONS 


The dragon is one of the oldest, most wide¬ 
spread and persistent monsters in occidental 
mythology, religion and folklore. It is a four- 
elemental beast: there were subterranean 
dragons, aquatic dragons, dragons of the 
air, and fire-breathing dragonsn All dragons 
in Western myths were sinister, terrifying 
creatures, emblematic of destructive* evil 
and anarchical principles. The dragon-slay¬ 
ing mythological and religious folk-hero or 
saint was also strictly a feature of the West¬ 
ern world, from the Euphrates in the cast to 
the Iberian peninsula in the w'est, and from 
the Nile valley in the south to the Teutonic 
forests in the north. In antiquity there was 
the Greek sun-god Apollo, who slew the 
dragon-serpent Fytfwn, guardian of the 
chasms of darkness on Mount Parnassus; 
and the legendary Phoenician prince Cad¬ 
mus who killed a dragon sacred to Mars. 
From the teeth of this dragon, which he 
sowed in the earth, armed men sprang up 


and proceeded to fight each other until only 
five were left alive. These five helped Cad¬ 
mus found and build the city of Thebes. In 
medieval times there were dragon-slaying 
folk-heroes such as Siegfried, hero of the 
Teutonic Nibelung,eniied, who killed the 
dragon Ffl/nir, guardian of the Nibelungen 
Hoard; or Beowulf, hero of the Anglo-Saxon 
epic, who slew the treasure-guarding dragon 
ravaging Ins kingdom, Geates. Christian lore 
is full of saints who have fought, killed or 
transfixed many an evil dragon: St. George, 
St, Margaret, St. Martha, St. Romain, St- 
Samson, St. Philip of Bethsaida and many 
more. The dragon image was widely used 
in medieval times in the Western world to 
symlx)lize evil “ in religious works, in mystic 
and magic philosophies, in Gnostic and Rosi- 
crucian emblem books, and in demonology, 
astrology and alchemy, as the representation 
of the devil, hell, sin, heresy, darkness, super¬ 
stition, and other evil capacities. 



Dragon killing an fiom a l^tli-c^nturjr bestiary manuscript 
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Tlie demonic homed dragon of Eiell, Bom a pea drawiag in an 
old French manuscript^ La AfogiV noire, Parii, 10th century 
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THELINDWURM 


The Lindwurm was not actually a dragon, 
but a winged monster serpent, without legs 
or claws, whose scaly armor glowed in bril¬ 
liant green-gold or green-silver. In Germanic- 


Nordic folk-sagas and Middle High German 
epic poems of knightly love and heroic deeds, 
it was the guardian of hidden treasures and 
of beautiful maidens in distress. 



The legless, winged Lindwurm^ • gianl dragon-like scipcnt 
of Germanic-Nordic folklore and hero-sagas 



The Tatzltcurms of the Pilatus .Mountain, from Athanasius 
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THE TATZLWURM 

The Tatzlwurm was another of the dragon¬ 
like monsters of Germanic folklore; a gigan¬ 
tic, winged, fire-breathing serpent with four 
legs and claws. It dwelled in the crags and 
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caves of the Alpine mountains of Austria, Ba¬ 
varia and Switzerland, and was the terroi' of 
the Alpine peasantry, preying on their cattle 
and on lost children. 



The four-footed, winged Tatziwurm, a dragon-like giant 
serpent of Alpine Germanic folklore 



The Tatzlwurm of Dracken feldty from Athanasius 
Kircher's Mundus Subtemmeus 
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to Rath and Diaobedient Children, Edinburgh, 1721 



Tbe dragon Diabolua, from John Bunyan’s The Holy War made by Shaddai 
upon Diabolut, printed by Dorman Newman and Beniamin Alsop, London, 1682 
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The jJchemiG Sky Dragon Unking the aim and the moon, from itam SitiJcrieDer ''3 
Viiigetin ProWikT designed by V. FcU, Vienna, 1534 



The Dragnn of Heresy, from Mntthaeiu Guidiuj* £>tafDjgir, printed in Switzerland, lS2t 



The two-headed dragon, syznboUzing the calamities at inferior conjunction 
of Venus and the sun, from a Mayan stone carving at Copan, Mexico 
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Two'headed dragon design from a Cuetar [ndian bowl, San Isidoro 



Two-headed Chimu dragon design, from a painted Peruvian clay pitcher. Tnudllo 
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ORIENTAL DRAGONS 
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Dragons are also important beasts in Far 
Eastern mythologies, but there is a deeply 
marked difference in tlieir symbolic mean¬ 
ing: they are not the vicious monsters of the 
medieval Western world, but friendly, lov¬ 
able and benevolent creatures. They are the 
genii of strength, the emblems of vigilance 
and protection, the guardians of treasures 
and wisdom. Among the Chinese and the 
Japanese, dragons are the most potent sym* 
bols of the beneficent, rain-giving powers of 
the gods of water and clouds, and of power, 
royalty, and sovereignty* In Japan the dragon 
is the emblem of the Mikado, and in China 
of the Emperor* China alone has four impor¬ 
tant groups of protective dragons: the Tien- 
l/URg, celestial guardians of the mansions of 
the gods; the creator dragons of wind, clouds 
and rain for the benefit of mankind; the 
Li-Lung, benevolent earth, sky and water 
dragons which ascend to the sky as water¬ 


spouts or typhoons; and the guardian dragons 
of weal til and wisdom. In Chinese mythology 
the dragon is one of the four important types 
of intelligent and protective beasts, the chief 
of the scaly reptiles* (The other three are 
the Unicom — king of the hairy beasts; the 
Phoenix — lord of the feathered creatures; 
and the Tortoise — master of tlie shelled ani¬ 
mals.) In Persian mythology the dragon 
Azhdxiha is the guardian of all ganj — the 
subterranean treasures of the earth. One of 
the most important and colorful Oriental 
festivals is the Chinese Dragon Boat Festival, 
during which dragon-shaped boats are raced 
on all waterways in China, and special rice 
cakes dedicated to His Majesty the Dragon 
are eaten by a merrymaking crowd. This 
festival is in reality a nation-wide prayer for 
a good harvest resulting from the fecund 
rains of which Lung — the Dragon — is the 
celestial guardian. 


Al-Thuban, the comlelUtion Draco* from an ancient Arabic utronoimc manuscript 




Pi-hti, the dragon-tortoise ^od oF the rivets, symbol oF tnioTnious 
streogtli* from an old Chinese en{[ra%1nE 



Chen-Iang, tbe ^vardian dragons* from an old Chinese engraving 
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Chinese dragon, from an old lant-crn silhouette 



The Dragon of Longevity, From a mural tablet in the Temiile of 
Longevity, Canton, China 
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The dragon emblem of the Chinese emperor, syinbol nf creative power, 
fmm a Chinese lantern sUhauette 



ihe Cloudi and of the Sea, from an old Chinese engraving 
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Heaven’s dovd-getheriTig sword* MtirdfcuF»nj-no*ieurogi, one of the three Japanese 
Imperial tieasuros* found in the tail of a dragon* desigised by Hokusai 
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The dragon from sn old Japanese pen drawing 



The descending and oscending dragons Ryuta^ahi (dragon-head and 
snaloe-tail)* from an old Japanese engraving 
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SERPENT MONSTERS 


Since time immemorial, man has feared 
the serpents. Their subtle and rapid move¬ 
ments, the swiftness of their attack, their 
venom, their secret hiding places make them 
the most dangerous and potent monsters in 
the imagination of mankind. Their ability to 
shed their skins caused them to be regarded 
as possessing perpetual youth and everlasting 
life. They were considered as incomprehensi¬ 
ble as destiny, able to conceal themselves 
even where there were only small stones and 
short grass. Their ability to live for long 
periods without food made them seem like 
mysterious gods. In ancient days there was 
virtually no religion or philosophy, no native 
lore or body of legend, tio magic or mystic 
system of belief, that did not assign impor¬ 
tant functions to serpents. In many myth¬ 
ologies, the monster serpent is not only the 
beast of chaos and destruction, but also of 
creation. In the Assyrian-Baby Ionian reli¬ 
gion, Marduc, the creator, slew the serpent 
monster of chaos, Tiamat, splitting it in two 


and creating from one half the earth, and 
from the other the sky. The demonic three¬ 
headed serpent Azhi Dafiaka, of ancient 
Persian mythology, was the symbol of the 
destructive and the generative powers of the 
earth; the Nordic serpent monster Nidhoggr^ 
living in Hel, the primordial abyss, repre¬ 
sented the vulcanic powers of the earth; 
CecropSj the half man, half serpent of Creek 
mythology, first king of Attica, was the tradi¬ 
tional founder of civilization, and of Athens, 
the citadel of which was called Cecropia. In 
Chinese mythology the woman-headed ser¬ 
pent Nu‘kua~shi was the world creator. The 
monster serpent symbol was prominent in 
the beliefs of the Gnostics, the Ros[crucians, 
the Ophites and other mystic or Satanist 
societies, and was iised by the astrologers 
and alchemists. W’e also find serpent mon¬ 
sters in the myths and lore of almost every 
tribe in Africa, Asia and America, where they 
appear mostly in the role of villain, symboliz¬ 
ing everything that is disruptive or evil. 
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AsQit, the ancient Fenian god of creative motion, with the 
serpentine wheel of the Spiitt of Life 
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C/iofiupAia, or fioiV, the four-winged serpent of ancienl Egyptian, mythology 



Vaxitt the tutelary goddess of the ancient Egyptian North, 
in the form of a winged uraeus 
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CecTOjiti legendary Unt Icing of AtUca, tialf man, half i^fpcntT 
from ^in antique vase painting 



The serpents of Poseidon strangling LaD«o5n and his sons (Cr«1( mythology) 
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The serjient'footed Gtnnf, From an antique Roman wall oarPing 



Heracles and lolans killing H^ra, the many^headed serpent of Lerna* 
after an antique Greek vase pai nting 




















48 SERPENT MONSTERS 



Ahraxaty Utfr lerpcnt-lcgsed god of magical influence^ From an 
antique Coa$iie tmulci to wajrd off witchcraFt 



Tbe ^even-headed Serpent of Fate» From an antique Gnostic seal 
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Ophiuchut, the Scrpent-canrer, vrorshipped as a coniteUation by the ancient 
Sataiiut society of Ophites, From an Arabic aitronamical manuscript 



Tbe fiocu, ftiDin Edward TopscIVs A /fisiofv of Foifr-Fotitcd Beojta^ 
printed at London, IfiSS 
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The two-headed Amphisbaenn, 
from A l2th century bestiary mamifcHpt 



The Ampliisbiiena as a two-headed lizard»from Aldrovandus' 
Strpentum et Dr/fct^nium Hittoriaef Bologna^ 1B40 



Multiple-headed serpents, from Miinster'a De Africoe fegionibiia 
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Symbolic representation of the Serpent of tmiuorality worshipping before the 
Altar of Liut, from a Secret Bosicruciaiv emblem booh, IBth century 



Entwined serpents, symbol of physical and spidtuaL union, 
from a Freticli emblem, LyonS) iSSSi 
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The Creel Serpent Mound, abam SOO (cel h>ni. erected by the 
prehistoric mound builders at Adams County, Ohio 


i 




Serpent’s head, a prehistoric nsound builders’ copper plate artifact, 
from the Hopwell Mound, Ross County^ Ohio 



Flying serpents, an ornamental design 
by the ancient Indians of the Mississippi Valley 
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Feathered serpent, from a prehistoric ceramic plate, 
ancient Mississippi Indians 
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JCufcu/can> ibe plumed urpent, from fl 
wall carvinjEt YRXchilan, ChiapaS) Mexico 


MAyan rain serpent, from the 
Cotiex CorT«s manuscript 
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Incan serpent inoniter, from the 
Quechuan Indians 





Feathered KCipcnt^ a mytholonical af ihe 

Nlcarno Indians, Laltn Managua. Nicaragua 



Cotmtl^ icrpcnl mcmsler of the Kuaxtec Xodiaiu, 
Veracruz, .Mexico 
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The mythologiejil inuke 

of the Sin Pueblo Indiana 



Baht>A^•it^^nS’yo^ ihc homed serpent, fertility symbol 
of the Mold Indians, Soggy Canyon, Arinna 




Aotm Yu, the serpent of the underworld, 
Pueblo Indians, San lldefonso, New Mesdeo 


The plumed serpents of lighlning, thutidei and rafn, 
from B Tewa Indian pottery deeorfttfon, Sm lldcfonsop New Mexico 






58 SERPENT MONSTERS 





the grcAt horrvpi] (crpcnt god 
of th« AlRoiitjuin Indianf 



'l'h« mythicft] scrpcnL Pal-rai-yuk, 
from an ancient ^ktnKi botie cturvina 
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The wontun-headed lerpent of creation 
(Chines mytholoRy] 


The dragOTpheadvd serpent af the marshes 
fChineife mylliology) 


Avatar of Kruhna> 
from an old Hindu eograviog 
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Sfsha, lli^ <evcn-heBded nagMcrpcnl serving a Vislinui couch untd cAiiopy 
for the birth of Brohina, from an aid Hindu euj^Bvmg 




AtOCle^, the world sczpcnl, with its tail in its mouth, encircling 
the three worlds, from on ancient Hindu cerpnsic 
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THE OUROBOROS 


The serpeot biting its own tail, the 
OurobofoSt is an ancient sign of eternity, 
symbolizing the endless succession of incar¬ 
nations which form the wheel of eternal life. 
The Cnosdes, an early Christian sect, prop¬ 
agated a system of mystical religions and 
philosophical doctrines that combined Chris- 
tiaaiity with Greek and Oriental philosophies. 
They transfoimed the e^il serpent of Para¬ 
dise into the beneficent Onroboros, which 
they worshipped because it was the serpent 
who had planted in man^s heart the yearning 
for more knowledge► The medieval alche¬ 
mists adopted the Gnostic Ouroboros, chang¬ 
ing it to the Hermetic Drdgoii, who, in biting 
its own tail, prevented the transmutation of 


ihe elements^ and bad to be killed before an 
alchemic experiment could be successfully 
concluded. lu its alchemical representation, 
the Ouroboros’ body is divided into light and 
dark portions, signifying that good and bad, 
perfection and inferiority, are bound to¬ 
gether in mat terj like day and night, because 
alchemical matter is one and all-embracing. 
In ancient astrology the sign of the serpent 
devouring its own tail was considered the 
symbolic representation of wisdom. In many 
ancient beliefs, the tail-biting serpent is the 
world serpent, like Afidgard in Teutonic 
mythology; or Asootee^ the world-encircling 
serpent of the Hindu religion, symbolizing 
the eternal path of the sun. 



The oldnt extant repmentation of Owolwroj. after the wuman alchemitt 
CJoopatra^s Cfir^topeiti, from Codrt Mamnnui, Venfoc, 1 Itb century 
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THE OUROBOROS 


The drngon Ouro^orai, from an old magic manuicriiit, 
Fdft Mdgitf noirty Franco 




The Baatllsk as Ojirohonwt nynibol of ihc Acoiit 

fcam Horapallo't SetiCia HirTvatYphtCil, Rome, 


THE OUROBOROS 
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5 ^, 


tjce 
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The cattwoni dragon ai OunofMjrtiJ, S)mihol ol Ihe fnur clemerli., 
from Abraham ElEazai's Vratte$ CAlfmircAei WerJk, LeipxJg, 1700 



Tl» crowned dauhle^ragon u OuTo^remM, symbolizing fhe four elcmcnta. 
from Abtraham Eleazar'i C/ralfet Z^ipzig, J7iMl 
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OjitCb* 




Ciitwilu^ 


, 0 fl\onimi}lA 


J&Mm 


^jncWMtty 


Hoit «m 8 at w 


Allejced muiutm of the Hol^ Liuid^ from Bemhnrdiu dc bre^'deitbuch'i 
Aeiie tni firi/igc Lund, priated by Petrui DtacIl SiwyeY. N95 
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TERRESTRIAL MONSTERS 


Besides dragons and serpents many com¬ 
posite monsters infested the mountains and 
plains, forests and jungles of every continent 
of the globe. Among them were the cLassicaL 
watchdog of HadeSj the tiiree'headed Cer¬ 
berus, with a dragQn*s tail and a neck bris¬ 
tling with serpent heads, who lived on the 
shore of the Styx and prevented the shades 
of the dead from leaving tlie underworld^ 
the fire-breathing monster Chimera, with the 
head of a lion, the body of a goat, and the 
tail of a serpent, who ravaged the Lycian 
plains in ancient Greecci and the werewolves 
or wolf-men, known to the ancient Greeks 
and Homans, who were human beings trans¬ 
formed by witchcraft and black magic into 
carnivorous beasts, like the French Loup- 
Garou, that roamed die pla ins and forests of 


the European lands at night. The latter ex¬ 
isted in many forms in many other lands j as 
werewolves to the North American Indians; 
as jaguar-men in South America; as were- 
tigers in India, Borneo, Western Asia, China 
and Japan; as werelions in Africa; and in still 
different guises elsewhere. Many other leg¬ 
endary carnivorous monsters were reported 
in medieval natural histories; the Lamta, who 
fed on lost children; the ferocious Martticoru; 
the terrifying Basilisk, or Cockatrice; and the 
Gorgon, or Catoblepas; as well as equally 
frightful creatures w^ho were probably fanci¬ 
ful, imaginary representations of real but 
Htde-known beasts, such as the tiger, the 
hyena, the lion, wild dogs and cats of all 
kinds, as they first appeared to wondering 
and fearful eyes. 



WerewBlF, from Com&i:ttn''^s JUtiorita Sefrotottiea, 
M t Sllv^mtuO' IwifiMry manuicrLiit 
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Bcllcxophonon Pcgasust slaving the ChimrrAt symbol of the impossible, 
after an ancient Cr^k vase painting 



KcraJes capturing the three-headed Cerbaruj, watchdog of the Cates of Hadet, 
lymboi of guardianship (Creco-Roinan mythology} 
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Z>Dguaiirangfeierr« {English WCrewnlf)* 
fmm Boaistuau's Miftoirr* prodktiteit Paris^ 1587 



The Mystic 1 >pr, from Edward Topsell's A ttisif/rv 
of Fgur-Ptrotril SeaMtM, London, IBM 
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The Lamia, from EdwartJ ToftieEI's A Jfift'Crrv Four-Fooitd 
printed by E. Cdtc^, Londan, 



TliC Comon, or CatqbEcpv,, front Ed^'aril Topsell's A Hiiiory a/ Equr^oolcd 
printed by £. Cotes^ Landan^ t6SS 
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THE MANTICORA 


The Manticora h believed to be a vampiric, 
man-killing monster of ancient Tataric origin^ 
whose name derives from the Persian martya 
— maiij and xotir — to eat. It was first men¬ 
tioned in the writings of the Greek physician 
and nutnraJ historian Ktesias^ wlio lived and 
worked at the ancient Persian court in the 
fifth century b.c. The existence of the Man¬ 
ticora was also accepted by the infiuential 
Creek philosopher Aristotle (384-322 b.c.). 
From that time on, the Manticxira haunted 
ancient bestiaries and, later on, medieval 
natural histories. The monster was variously 
described by different scholars^ and illus¬ 
trated in bestiaries according to the fantastic 
imagination of the reproducing artist. It was 
always represented, however, as a fearful 
composite monster the size of a horse, usually 
with the body and claws of a Lon, or with 


the scaled mmp of a lioness and the talons 
of a griflin: sometimes with a man s head with 
three rows of teeth in each jaw, or with the 
face of a homed man, or a man's head with 
a mane in the form of a Phrygian cap; and 
usually with the tail of a basilisk or a scor¬ 
pion, tipped with a poisoned arrow-head, or 
covered with bristly spikes which could be 
thrown great distances with deadly accuracy. 
Sometimes the Manticora was equipped with 
dragon s wings, or with four dugs like a cow; 
and its voice was said to resenible the united 
tones of a flute and a trumpet, parodying the 
human voice. In other words, this terrible 
monster of medieval times was endowed with 
ever>' fantastic or monstrous featine known. 
Later works suggest it derived from distorted 
memories of the rarely seen man-eating tiger 
or the cairion-feeding Laughing hyena. 



The M«.n{£earji momtet df Tatary, a ptn drawing from i beiHary munuACript, 

ITtll cmhiry 
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THE MANTICORA 



The mitn’<lrARon NlAnticora^ from 
■ bestiary manuscript, I2lfi century 



The terrible Mantitnra inmiiter, caujtht in the year 1530 Jn the Elaubere Forest, Saxonia. 
from Konrad Cesner's De quadrupedobiu tivipari, Basle, 10th century 


THE MANTICORA 
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The man-dragon Manticora, used AS a device 
by the printer Busdrago, Lucca, Tuscany, 1551 



The man-dragon Kfanticora, from Edward Topsells A Hitiory of Four-FooUd B^atta, 
printed by E, Cotes, lx>ndon. 1658 
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TliE MANTICORA 



FishHng M«nHf»nu, ^rom «n ciiKr«ving by in unknown master, 
MidiUe-Kheiiitli. r^y I5<h century 
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THE BASILISK 


TLc Basitisky or Coc^dfrree^ was a noisome 
beast which could stare or hiss a inai] to 
death, it was an unsavor)^ winged reptile 
bom of a yolkless egg laid by a cock and 
batched by a toad in the warmth of a dutig- 
heap. So deadly was its breath that it wilted 
all vegetation and shattered any stone it 
touched; its face was so horrible that the 
very sight of it would kill any living thing. 
It was considered to be the king of all ser¬ 
pents and reptiles;, and its name was derived 
from the Greek hctsilikos — little king. The 
Cockatrice is mentioned in the Bible (Isaiah 
9:11:8), and is referred to many times, either 
as Cockatrice or Basilisk, in English litera¬ 
ture: by Shakespeare; by John Gay in his 
Beggars Opera; by Shelley in his Ode to 
Naples. In the 15th century, a decrepit nine- 
year-old cock was tried in the public court 
at Basel on the charge of having laid an egg 
during the days of tlie Dog Star; the cock, 


found guilty, was pul to death by the official 
hangman. The Basilisk was described by the 
Homan writer and naturalist Pliny (23-79 
4.n,) as hying in the warm climate of Cyren- 
aica and the Libyan desert, fearing only the 
crowing of a cock and the sight of a weasel, 
the only animal immune to its breath and 
sight. Travellers crossing the desert in the 
first century of Christian time took along a 
cock and a weasel to keep Basilisks away 
from their camps. In pre-St, Patrick times, 
the Isles of Brittania (Tin Isles) were so 
infested with Cockatrices that nobody dared 
leave his home without a silver mirror in 
his pocket, because its own image would kill 
the monster. The last recorded appearance 
of a Basilisk was in Warsaw in the year 1587, 
when two girls, playing in the cellar of their 
house, w'ere allegedly killed by one’s breath. 
In heraldry the Basilisk, and its cousin, the 
Wivem, symbolized the “death-dealing” eye. 



Baiiliik. after on EnsHth be«timr>' manuscript, 
12lh centur>- 
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THE BASILISK 



BssilUk t»ed a printCr^i dirnec 
bvMii-'hjirl FurtfT^ 1500 



|r55=\| 
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The Cockatrice, or Basilisk, after 
an old English manual of heraldry 





THE BASILISK 


Gallo Conoda di Serpente, the Basilisk, 
after A. Kircher't MunduM Subterraneut 
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Basilisk, or Cockatrice, from Johantl. Stahius" 
Labffrinlho. printed by \V. Huber, Nuremberg, 1510 
















chapter 5 


AQUATIC MONSTERS 


The most superstilioiis group on earth are 
the members of tJie bn>lherhood of seafaring 
men, no mailer what Iheir nationality, reli¬ 
gion, belief, creed or color. And with justifi¬ 
cation, since theirs is the only profession in 
which men pit their lives and limbs against 
all four eartWy elements that endanger man¬ 
kind: the churning ivaters of the oceans, fogs 
and rainstorms; the turbulent oir of typhoons, 
hurricanes and tornados; the lerrestrkil dan¬ 
gers of reefs and cliffs in coastal waters; and 
3ie constant dreaded menace of fire on their 
vessels. Not to mention the possibilities of 
accident, hunger and thirst. No wonder that 
mariners of all times in all four comers of 
the globe, inspired no doubt by such dan¬ 
gerous real creatures of the deep as sharks, 


sting-rays, morays, electric eels and Portu¬ 
guese men-of-war — which are bad enough — 
populated the enormous stretches of treach¬ 
erous and unsafe waters with countless forms 
of fictitious monsters, whose single purpose 
was to punish human intruders into their 
realm. And so they invented sea-serpents 
and sea-dragons, mermaids and mermen, 
gigantic fish and octopi, and mailed and 
armored sea-monsters of all kinds. And who 
can say with authority that somewhere in 
the deep crags on the ocean floor, unseen by 
human eyes, there do not still exist weird 
aquatic monsters from an antediluvian past, 
which might have been swept to the ocean 
surface in a vast upheaval, to be glimpsed by 
frightened sailors fighting for their lives? 





Moosten oi tbe Deep, from Sebutian Munster's 
CoMtnographia Uniemalu, Basle. 1544 



NcptUIIC riding an a i IjpiKkCampui-. 
from an antique Creek vase painting 



Hippocampus—tbe Sea-horse, from Konrad Cesner’s Hitioriae Animalium, 

Zurich, 1551 
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Scytla, the tea monster Using on the Italian side of the Straits of Messina 
(Creco*Roman mythology) 



The sea monster CerUauro-Triton, also called Ichihyo-Tauri 
(Creco-Roman mythology) 
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The Sea Devil* from a French newsletter, 
printed at Gonesse, Seine-et-Oi*e. leth century 



The Argus sea monster, from Olaus Magnus newsletter 
iiorutrum in Oceono Cermanica (North Sea), Rome, 1537 
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The Crab, symbol of the tea, from a Mochica Indian design, 
preXIhimu, prehistoric Peru 



The Incan crah>god of the tea, 
from a Peruvian pottery decoration 
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The serpent-god of the sea, issuing from his shell, from an ancient 
Indian ceramic decoration, San Salvador 



The serpent-god of the sea, from an antique pre-lncan, 
Yunca-Mochic Indian ceramic decoration, Peru 
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Th« Homed Serpcni, a myiltological water monster 
of the Mimbredo Indians 



The Homed Water Serpent, a prehistoric water monster 
of the Ilopi Indians, Arizona 
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The tea monster Ts'um'a’Iu of the Haida Indians, 
from a ceremonial tattoo, British Columbia 
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The Sea Grisly Monster, from a decorative drawing 
by the Tiingit Indians, Wrangell, Alaska 



Sea monster, from a decorative design 
by the Tiingit Indians. Helta Inlet, Alaska 



Sea monster from a decorative drawing 
by the Tiingit Indians, iletta Inlet, Alaska 
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The Giant Cat Fish, living at the bottom of the sea under japan, 
whose movements are the cause of earthquakes (Japanese folklore) 
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Yu-Lung, the fithnlraKon monster, 
from on old Chinese brush drawing. 



The sea moiuler 3foJ(am — Spirit of the Sea, the s^ehiclc of Varuna, 
god of the cosmos (Vedic mythology) 
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THE SEA SERPENT 


Sea serpents are the most widely^piibli- 
ci 7 jed monsters of the deep. From the time of 
the Biblical sea monster Na/zos {Arnos 9;3)i, 
the Arabian sea serpent rinrim, the serpents 
of Neptune who killed Laocoon in Creek 
mythology* and the Mkigard serpent of Nor¬ 
wegian legend, this creature has cropped up 
time and again throughout the centuries. 
There arc sea serpents in Hindu m>'thology 
and Fijian legend; they have been seen off 
the Libyan Coast, as recorded by Aristotle; 
in the Swedish Sea (Baltic); in the Sea of 
Darkness (Atlantic); off the Isle of Skye; in 
the Norwegian fjords; and, according to 
Luplandic sagas, in the Sea of Finland. Sea 
serpents are reported in the works of Olaiis 
Magnus, Aldrovandus, Fontoppidan, the 
Bishop Hans Egede, and many others, Rec* 
ords of encounters with sea serpents are found 
in the log books of numerous ships, such as 


ff.MS. PaecMus (South Atlantic, 1848); 
H.M.S, Pauline (off Cape Son Roque, 1875); 
die barque Ccorgina (1877); HAL Yachi 
Oshome (off Sicily* 1877); the American 
ship Sacramento (1877); die Sarnolra: (Red 
Sea, 1877) and the British ship Privateer (off 
Brest, 1879), Sea serpents were reported seen 
from the pier off Llandudno (1882); from 
the steamer Sultan (1909;) by the French 
mail steamer Pacifique (near the Loyalty 
Islands, 1923), and so on. There were also 
landlocked sea monsters, like the Ready sea 
serpent of Provinoelown (seen 1886), and 
the stu i>erfonner of them all* allegedly 
seen fay thousands of visitors, Nessy^ the sea 
serpent of Loch Ness in Scotland's West 
Highlands. Notwithstanding the manifold 
apt>earances of this monster species, how¬ 
ever, scientists have never bieen aljle to cap¬ 
ture a single specimen. 



Th« water serpent of the .Nile, H^drut, twallowing a fiyftig ^aake, 
from a bestiary manuscript, 12th century 
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THE SEA SERPENT 



jerp«nt asd dolphin, from Caiuj Fliniiu the Etdtir's Hiitoria Naturol^, 
printed by M. Sc«a 6c P. di Ravani, Venice, 1516 



Sea serpent in the Sea of Ltarkness, from Olaiu Magnus' Htttofia Je Cc^lrhbj Septmlrionallhut, 
printed by J. M. dc Viottio, Bologna, 1555 
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SERPENT MARIN. 



SerpetiJ Marrn —^ the sea serpent, frotn Mattiuli's 

CommentairtM, Lyons, 1579 



Sea serpent, from Bishop Hans Egede't The tifew Survey of OJd Creeniand, 
London, 1734 

























































































Cliapter 6 

DENIZENS OF THE DEEP 


In the folklore of seafaring people there 
exists a sert^l-huttmii population of the deep 
as widespread and fardung as the travel 
range of the ships which ply the Seven Seas. 
There has never Ijeen a time in nautical his- 
tor>’, never a country by the sea, never a 
harbor on the glol^e, in which mariners have 
not told of mermaids and mermen they have 
themselves encountered or heard about from 
reliable mates. Among these watery creatures 
were the sea and fish gods of antiquity, with 
their entourage of Tritons, Nereids and 
Naiadsi the Sirens of Greco-Roman myth¬ 
ology^ the Medieval Undines; the legendary' 
x^ie/tisines of French folklore; the Loreiei 
(from the High German ftir —to lurk, and 
iai — the rock) of Rhenish folk-saga; the 
Morgans (from the Welsh Mari Morgan — 
seafolk of Brittany) of Welsh-Bretonic folk¬ 


lore; the iVingf/os — mermaids of Japanese 
mythology; and all their manifold counter¬ 
parts in other Westoni or Oriental fables. 
Since the time of the ship Argo of Creek 
mythology, there seem always to have been 
mermaids and mermen around to lure un¬ 
suspecting sailors and their ships to destruc¬ 
tion and a watery grave. Even in our highly 
technical and scientific age, no number of 
negative statements by scientists and natural 
historians, based on no matter what amount 
of research in submarines and bathyspheres, 
will ever l>e able to destroy the belief of 
superstitious mariners in the existence of 
these semi-human denizens of the deep. 
Mermaids and mermen will no doubt be rid¬ 
ing the waves and sitting on reefs and rocks 
concocting their mischief for as long as there 
are men who go down to the sea in ships. 
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Mermaid and roeiu'jan of tho Nile Deltft. 
from Ulysfcs Aldrovandus' llutoria Monstrorum 
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.Melusine, from ibc putil{sher"i poster for 
the fable of the beautiful mermaid, printed by Gerhard Lecu, Antwerp, 149I 



Ektuble-tailed Spanitb wren, printed 
by Juan joffre, Valencia. 1S20 
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THE MERMAID 



Mcnnoid, from a llJth oenturv liOlural historr^ 

printed in Genmny, 1558 



Siren, by C. Cor>inus for Sigmund Feyerabend. 
Kranldort/M., 1579 


THE MERMAID 


DENIZENS OF THE DEEP -«>» 93 



The Siren of the Philouphen^ from Basil Vaicntin'a 
L'Amth de$ philtmipheM, Paris, 1659 





Siren, after Barbot, from Allgrineinr Hitiorit der Retten zu Waner und zu Landr, 

Germany, 1747 
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THE MERMAID 



Meluiinei, from AbrAh4)m <7A|rmuchei 

Leipzig, 1760 



Morgan of tb« Btaclc Rock, near Liverpool, 
from Tht Wofidtr of Wondara, an English chap*book, 18th century 
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.Vingpo, the mermaid of Japan, 
from an old Japanese pen drawing 



A fake merntaid exhibited in LandoTi in 18S£, in reality the mummified upper part of a female orang-utan 
grafted to a stufied salmon. From a contemporary exhibition handbill 
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THE MERMAID 



Diigon, file Fhdlstine^Aityn'an god of «Arth aocI agriculluK, 
hmlf man and half fish 



Triton, soother of the waves, the ciouhle»fish-tailed sea deity 
of Creek mythology 
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The Maiik'Gsh, a sta monster caught in 1572, 
from J. Sluper’s Omnium /err gentian, 1572 


The Sishopfish, a sea inansteneen in 1531, 
from J. Sluper's Omnium /ere gentian, 1572 





The Sea-idng, a fanaTuI representation of a human-headed monster fish, 
from J. W, Schmuck’s Faaculi, 1679 
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THE MERMAID 



Thfl caught in J549 in the Battle Sea, from Conrad LycoithcniM* 

Frodigiorum ac oatentorum chrontcon, Basle, 1557 



Merman, after Rodeletlus, 1554 


Clidpter 7 

AERIAL MONSTERS 


In addition to dragons and fl>'ing serpents, 
many other kinds of composite aerial mon¬ 
sters GLled the sides of aiident mythology 
and medieval folklore. Among them were 
the winged gods of AssyTian-Babylonian 
mythology; the winged horses, lions, bulls 
and other creatures of Babylonia, Assyria, 
Egypt and Persia; the Greco-Roman flying 
beasts — the Corgons and Harpies; the many 
bird monsters of American and Asiatic origin, 
such as the Rukh, or Hoo, a fabuloiis, gigantic 
bird of prey of Persian-Arabic legend, so 
strong it could carry off the largest animals 
to its nest to feed its young; the Thunder bird 
of the North and South American Indians, 
also known to many Asiatic tril>es — a super¬ 
natural eagle who created thunder by flaji- 


ping its wings, and lightning by opening and 
closing its eyes; the eagie-men of the Amer¬ 
indians; the ?'cngu of Japanese folklore, a 
flying demon, half man, half bird; and tlie 
winged thunder-god Lai Kung of Chinese 
mythology. There are also semi-dragon birds 
such as the Japanese Hai Riyo; the Chinese 
Feng-niao; the Vedic bird-king Garuda, ve¬ 
hicle of Vishnu and implacable enemy of 
serpents; Make-Make, the Easter Island bird- 
creator of the universe; and many a monster 
bird on Java and other Pacific islands. In 
our modem, technological age wc have no 
need for all these aerial composite monsters 
of bygone times, VVe create our own hgments 
of anxiety: flying saucers with their cargoes 
of little green men, giant ants, and robotniks. 




SUroch, the eaglc-hc»ded god 
(ancient Atsfrian mythology) 


Mardtic, the winged god of creation 
(andent Babylonian mythology) 
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Hippo^rjfphthaM harso, half griffin, 
from a ITtfa cciilui^ Italian rigiiet 



HippaUctryon, the cock>hone. 
from an antique Creek vatc painting 
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SeitmtiTO, the seed-icatteror 
(Sassanian-Persian mythology) 



LamcMsa, As(yrian*Bahyloiuan winged Uon with a human head, 
ancient Babylonia 
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Hiirpv. female aerial motuter of Creek myLhologyt 
from a 16th century German bestiary 



Shedu, Auyrian-Babylonian winged bull with a human head, 
ancient Babylonia 


AERIAL MONSTERS ^ 103 



Hie Winged Lion of St. Mark, designed by Lucas Cranach the Cider, 
from Wittemberber Hetlicthumbuch, Wittenberg, 1509 



The Gorgon monster, from an antique 
Greek vate painting 
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Th« Eagle Man, copper plate urtSfact of the 
prehistoric mound builders, Etowah Mound. Georgia 



The manstenbird which des'ours men, from a prehistoric 
petroglyph (rock drawing) in the Pisa Creek River, Illinois 


AERIAL MONSTERS 105 



Tlte Hying inonrier-god of war 
of the Inca Indians, Peru 
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The Eagit Mbq numstCff 
of the ancient Mimbreno Indians 



The btfd •monster-god of the 
Nasca Indians 
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Tengu, the mischievous aerial monster 
of Japanese folklore 



floi the ancient Japanese dragon-bird, 
from a drawing in the Chi-on-in monastery, Kyoto 



















108 AERIAL MONSTERS 



Lti-kung, the ChiAe*e god of tliutuSer, 
from an old Chinese pen drawing 



Cofuda, long of the hirds, vehicle 
of VUhnu, Vedic mythology 
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MoJte-MoikF, the creatort Hahird god 
of the Eonter Iilands 



Javanese dragon>hird, from a 
shadow play puppet, java 
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THE GRIFFIN 


One of the oldest legendary aerial monsters 
Is the Gryphus, Gryphon, or whose 

name derives in every language from the 
Creek gft/pos — hooked — because of its large 
beak. It fs called Griffin in English, Cri^on 
in French, Grifo in Italian, and Greyff in Ger¬ 
man. It was believed to be a ferocious mon¬ 
ster of enormous height who fed live humans 
to its young. Half lion, half eagle, it was so 
large that one could make drinking vessels 
from its claws. It dwelt in the country be¬ 
tween the Hyperboreans, the North-wind 
people of Mongolia, and the Arimaspians, 
tJie one-eyed tribe of Scythia. It was known 
to the Sumerians in 3000 tt.c, under the name 
of Chumhaba, and we iind it also in the myth¬ 
ological artifacts of the Sumerians, Assyrians. 


Babylonians, Chaldeans, Egj^ptianSj, Myce- 
neans, Indo-Iranians, Syrians, Scythians, and 
Greeks- It was mentioned in the writings of 
the Creek philosopher, naturalist and his¬ 
torian Ktesias, who lived at the Persian Court 
from 416 to 399 b.c. The monster was a sworn 
enemy of horses and constantly at war with 
the Arimaspians, w'ho tried to capture the 
gold hoard guarded by the griffins. In ancient 
astrology, the chariot of the sun was drawn 
by a pair of griffins. Wherever they appeared 
in legend, they were always guardians of 
treasures, as in Iranian, Scythian and Indian 
mythology. Since the days of the Crusades 
(11th to 13th centuries) we can find the 
griffin in the heraldry of every nation in 
the West, as a symbol of eternal vigilance. 



The oldest known repmentutksn of Chumbaba th« griSn, train 
■n antique cylinder seel, found at Susa, Western Iran, 3000 B.C. 


THEGRIPTIN 


AERUL MONSTERS 111 



Criffisj, from an antique Persian. Eold armlet, 
found on the banks of the Aniu-Dar'y* River, Western Asia (UA.S.R.) 



Anyriaii griffin, from an antique itone carving 
in the Ninurud Palace at Nineveh 
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THE GRIFFIN 


Griffin uMil u nn Creek alcmfrian 

(apex statuette) 




CriBin lolling a boar, from a 12th>cenlur)‘ bestiary manuscript 


THE GRIFFIN 
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Griffin seal of Connt Friedrich von Brenc, 
Germany, 1208 





Griffin seal of Prince Borwin vpn Rustoek, 
Germany, 1237 


I 


1 


























114 ^ AERIAL MONSTERS 


THE GRIFFIN 



Griffin^ aftrr a pen dTnw|n|{ Irom « medtevil Gcnntn munuscripl 



Griffin^ desiened by the bSuler 
of the Haiubuch. Gcnnanr 
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Crtvff — the grifEn, ink drnwinft, deiianed by 
Hoiu Burekmoir 



Griffin, from Sir John Maodeii-ille's frineronui, 
printed by Johann Schonsperser, Augrburg. MSS 




















116 AERIAL MONSTERS 


THE GRIFFIN 



cin ^rctJfdawe 


Silvcr-mauiitcd diw of * Crr/ff, from Cranach |he Eidtr'l 

Wittembergrr Heiligthumbuch, Wittenbrrt, 1509 



Creyff, desired by Albrecht Dfirer, from Emffrror btaximilian'* 
Triumphal Arch, printed in 1515 
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Crifl3jt» from an Italian 
heraldic manual, 15th ccntiuy 



Griffin coat i^f aittvi of the 

Italian dty of Perugia, 1453 


Griffin frora a French heraldic 
manual, printed about 1581 
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THE GRIFFIN 



Grypiron, from k French i(Rnet, 
printed in L)^^, 1533 



Cnffin, from Bajfl \'atcnt]n's ajcheiuic' volume Vobi Gtotten Stein, 
printed at Leipzig, 1601 


CKapter 8 

MALIGNED ANIMALS 


Tliere are many harmless aniniaU: who 
were maligned in bygone times as hellish 
monsters^ such os the a mem- 

l^er of the weasel family, native to Africa, 
believed to be a super-poisonous monster 
because it feeds on such tidbits as snakes, 
rats and crocodile eggs; the Bat and the Owl, 
two nocturnal creatures who were considered 
tlie steady companions of witches and war- 
locks; the Tofld, symbolic of death and decay; 
and the Bquc Noir (black he-goal), alleged 
to be the incamatiem of the devil and the ve¬ 
hicle of witdies for their trip to the Witches’ 
Sabbath. Nearly every animal on land, in the 
sea or in the air, of great size or grotesque 
form, of nocturnal or unusual behavior, un¬ 


pleasant sound or smell, has been maligiied 
as a creature from hell; a man-killing, crop- 
and cattle-destroying or ship-wrecking mon¬ 
ster; a symbol of mischief; a demonic emblem 
of death, the devil or hell; an instrument of 
black magic; or an omen of all kinds of 
catastrophic or otherwise unpleasant occur¬ 
rences. There were also the harmless Sala¬ 
mander, supposed to live in fire; the equally 
harmless Hedgehog, accused of eating the 
crops stored by fanners and of milking their 
sleeping cows dry' on nocturnal forays; the 
iron-eating Osfrich, who robbed horses of 
their iron shoes; the large sea mammabi of 
the whale and seal families, accused of man¬ 
killing and ship-wTecking, ad infinitum. 



tchneumoii, an {uAiial AMcAii niAkc-ldilcr, fium an czhlbitSoii poster, 
printed by NiraUus W'oldt, Strassburg, about 1580 
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THE WHALE 


The Whale is the largest living sea- 
mainniah feeding on microsctipic 
the sTTiullest organisms in the cx:ean. Because 
of its enormous size, this completely harm¬ 
less animal has been slandered throughout 
human history as a vicious, man-eating sea 
monster — from the Biblical whale who swal¬ 
lowed the Hebrew prophet Jonah in punish¬ 
ment for disolxjying G^, to the white whale 
monster Moby Dick in Herman Melville’s 
American folk saga (1851). The Killer Whale 
was believed to Ije a tnan-ldlling sea monster 
by the Northwest American Indians and the 
Siberian Eskimos all along the Alaskan Coast, 
on the Fox and Aleutian Islands, around the 
Bering Sea, and in the Hudson Bay area. The 


hunt and eaptiire of a killer whale amounted 
to a religious rite among these Indian and 
Eskimo tribes, from the T^ooika Indians of 
Washington to the Chuckchee Eskimos of 
Siberia. They depicted the killer whale in 
many monstrous forms in their ceremonial 
art works. Whale hunting was closely inter¬ 
woven with shamanistic rituals during the 
whaling season, which was in the early 
summer months. The capture and killing 
of a whale was celebrated with ceremonial 
dances, music and songs of rejoicing, feast¬ 
ing, and victory games, and ended in a three 
day mourning period to placate the evil spirit 
of the slain monster. Today the whale is 
considered a sjTnbol of magnitude. 



Cetua, the mytholosical Greek whelc-moorter *l*io by Perseus, as a constellation, 
from Hyicinus' Poeticon Aatronomicon, printed at V'eniee, 1482 
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The whaJe jwallowinK Jonah, after a pen dranilix in a 
medieval Bible manuscript (Jonah 1:17) 



Ptyurier, or Whirlpoole, the Blower Whale, from Ulysses Aldrovandus' 
Opera Omnia^ printed at Bologna (1S9G>1668) 








V 


122 MALIGNED ANIMALS 


THE WHALE 



Bcac}>e<i whal*-moiMtCT, frotn OUus Magnm' HuUnia 6e CtiaihuM SepItntHonalibua, 
printed by J. NL de Viottio, Rome, 1533 





Tbe Killer Whale, fiom u. decorative drawinj; 
by the Tlingit Indians, Wrangell, Alaska 
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The Killer Whale, from a dcoarativc drawing 
by the Haida Indians, British Columbia 
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THE OCTOPUS 


One of the most grotesque creatures in the 
sea is the Octopus, or Eight foot, whose name 
was derived from the Greek octo -* eight, 
and pous-foot. It was considered by the 
ancient mariners to be one of the most fright¬ 
ening terrors of the sea. In reality, it is a 
small-to-large, harmless mollusk, a meml>er 
of the cuttlefish family, with a soft sack-like 
body, a large head with a mouth on the 
undersurface, and eight arms covered with 
suckers. Its largest specimen is the Ot^opus 
punctatuSf which lives on the ocean bottom 
off the Pacific Coast of North America and 
reaches a span of about 14 feet from arm tip 
to arm tip. Many a tale was told in bygone 
times alxjut giant octopi that infested the 
farflung sea lanes. They were thought to 
have been able to pull whole ships with their 
crews to a watery' grave — as in tlie saga of 


the Krajten, a fabulous composite monster 
of Norwegian sea lore, imagined as a gigantic 
octopus-crab rising in the Oceamis Cermani- 
cum (North Sea). It had an enormous, flat 
shape, said to be a mile and a half in circum¬ 
ference, and when it submerged, its many 
arms created a whirlpool that sucked down 
even the largest ships. To the same group of 
sea yams belongs the Spanish-Portug^iese 
fable of the phantom island Satanaxio 
(Satan s Hand), which rose every day from 
the waters of the Sea of Darkness (Atlantic), 
like u gi grin tic black hand, to scoop up pass¬ 
ing ships and draw them down to the depths 
of the ocean. To the South, Central, and 
North American Indians the octopus and its 
relatives, the squid and the cuttlefish, w'ere 
benevolent monsters, and were considered 
symbols of fecundity. 



Giant octopus attacb'ng a fistierman, after a Japanese engraviDK 
by llokusai (1764>‘l849) 
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The giant octopus, terror of the ancient mariners, attacking a vessel, from an old French engraving, 
after a picture in the Church of St. Malo, France 
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THE OCTOPUS 





The giant octopus attacting the submarine vessel \autiltu. from Jutes Verne’s 
Ttoeniif Thousand Leagues under the Sea, Paris, 1873 


THE HEDGEHOG 
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The Hedgehog was accused in medieval 
times of being a gluttonous animal which 
made nightly forays into bams to eat stored 
crops or suck sleeping cows dr)' of milk. The 
peasants of the ^f^ddlc Ages killed it on 


sight. Actually, it is a valuable animal, since 
it devours cockroaches and other insects. 
Nowadays, European purveyors and manu¬ 
facturers of foodstuffs use hedgehogs to help 
keep their premises clean. 



Hedgehog destroying ■ fanner's crop, 
from a German emblem, printed in 1470 



The hedgehog, from Topscll's A Ittstory of Four-Footed fieoaft, 
London, 1658 
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THE SALAMANDER 


According to the Roman naturalist and 
writer Cains Pliny the Elder (23-79 a.d.), 
the Salamander was created from the spinal 
cord of a dead man. It was Ijelieved that this 
hellish creature was so deadly cold that it 


could live in fire. Asbestos was thought to 
be, not a mineral, but the hide shed by a 
Salamander. This animal is in reality a harm¬ 
less member of the cold-blooded lizard fam¬ 
ily, useful in destroying insects. 



Saiamandcr cavorting in fire, representing the spirit of materia prima, 
from M. Maicr’s Secretorum Chymicum, Frankfort/M., 1687 



The salamander, from P. A. MattioU's Commentaim, 
Lyons, 1579 


THE SEA LION 

The Sea Lion is a maligned member of the 
seal family, actually a harmless, big-eared, 
fish-eating mammal. Like so many other large 
marine animals, however, it was held to be, 
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in medieval times, a man-eating sea monster. 
Depicted with a humanized head and sharp 
claws, it was believed to kill and devour 
sailors who fell overboard. 



Fanciful representation of a sea^lioo, 
after Rodelitus, 1554 



The tea-lion, after Kolben, from AUgemeine Hutorie der Reieen xu WoMoer und wu Land*, 

Germany, 1747 
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THE ROSMARIN 


The Rosmarin was a sea monster of evil 
repute living in the waters of the northern 
seas. It was believed that when it saw a man 
on shorCj it pulled itself up to the top of the 
rocks with its enormous teeth, fell upon the 


hapless victim and ate him. In reality it was 
the Walrus, a massive, fierce-looking, fish¬ 
eating member of the seal family, which 
attacks only if disturbed in its breeding 
grounds. 



Fanciful representation of the Roamorin, or walrus, 
from a German engraving, 1560 



The Roamarin, or walrus, from Konrad Cesner'i Uittoriaa AnimaUum, 
printed at Zurich, 1551 
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The Narwhale, or Sea Unicom, was be¬ 
lieved to be a dangerous sea monster who 
drilled holes in the bottom planks of ships 
with its long, spiral tusk, so that the vessels 
would draw water and sink. It is actually a 


harmless sea manunal of the dolphin family, 
living in the icy waters of the Arctic. Its 
tusk was sold as unicorn horn, the wondrous 
cure-all held in such high esteem throughout 
medieval Europe. 



The narwhale from Sir Thomas Herbert's Some Yeores TravtU into Africa and Aaia, 
printed at London, 1677 



Fanciful representation of the narwhale, after Barbot, 
from AUgamcine HUtorie der Reiaan za Waaaar wnd zu Landa, 1747 
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THE OSTRICH 


In medieval times the Ostrich was con¬ 
sidered a monstrous bird which plucked the 
iron shoes off horses, and swallowed every¬ 
thing it laid eyes on. In medieval alchemy 
the name for vitriol was Ostrich Stomach, 


because it was believed that this bird had 
vitriolic stomach juices to digest all the odd 
things it swallowed. In heraldry the Ostrich 
was always represented as holding in its 
claw, or chewing, an iron horseshoe. 



Heraldic representation of the ostrich, twallow^s an Iron horseshoe, 
from an old English armorial 





EmblcmBtic representation of ostrich, holding ui iron hortuthoe, 
from Guillaume Cueroult't L« Blaton d** Oyaeouz, 
printed by Amoullet, Lyons, 1S50 
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MALIGNED ANIMALS 133 


The Sea Cow, or Manatee, from its Carib¬ 
bean name matiati, is a large, peaceful, 
aquatic mammal, a member of the whale 
family, living on sea plants in the shallow 


tropical waters off the South American and 
West African coasts. It was believed in me¬ 
dieval times to be a vicious, human-headed, 
man-eating relative of the mermaid. 



Manatee, a prehistoric mound builders' copper plate artifact 
from the llopwell Mound, Ross County, Ohio 



Fanciful representation of the manatee, from Konrad Cesner's 
Hiatoruu Animnitum, Zurich, 1551 
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THE .ARMADILLO 


After the discovery of the New World, 
European naturalists published fanciful pic¬ 
tures and reports of a vicious new mail-clad 
monster called by the Indians Aiochtochtliy 


by the Spaniards Anmtum, and by the Por¬ 
tuguese Enciiberato. It was actually the shy 
Armadillo of the Edentata (toothless) family, 
which feeds on ants. 



Symbolic armadillo, from 
an ancicni artifact, Mexico 



The Itfoch (armadilloJl, after Nicolas Sfonardex, from Charles de L'^Ecliue's 
Simplicium mtdicametUorum, Antwerp, 1597 


THE SU & THE HAUT 
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Kancirui representation of the Su^monster (oppo»un)}, from Andr^ Thevet s 
Singuiaritii de la France antorctique, Antwerp, 1558 



Fanciful representation of the /lout'monster (thrce-Coed sloth), from Andr^ Thevet't 
Singttlarii^e de la France antarctique, Antwerp, 1558 
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BENIGN MONSTERS 


Among the legendary monsters of the 
world were some who had no animosity 
toward human beings, but were, on the con¬ 
trary, helpful, benevolent creatures. They 
appear sometimes in Western legends, but 
more often in those of the Far East. One of 
the most lovable such Oriental beasts is the 
Baku of Japanese folklore, a creature with 
a long, trunklike nose, patterned after a real 
nocturnal animal of the pachyderm family, 
the tapirj, found in South America and the 
Malayan Peninsula. According to Japanese 
folklore the Baku Lives on human dreams, 
and if you have a bad dream, the Baku can 
be willed to eat it before it becomes a night¬ 
mare. There is also the winged horse Pegasus 
of Greek mythology, symbol of poetry and 
the arts; the Unicom, religious symbol of 
purity in the West, and in the East, king of 


the animals; the Sphinx, symbol of silence, 
with its tion^s body and human bead; the 
Dolphin, talisman of sailors and emblem of 
safe travel; the Arabian Phoenix, which rises 
from its own ashes, symbolizing resurrection 
and a new life after death; and the Centaur 
Chiron, a Greek mythological monster, half 
man, half horse, the founding father of med¬ 
icine and pharmacology. These are all mon¬ 
strous beings, yet friendly and helpful to 
humanity in one way or another. All that 
glitters is not gold, and neither is everything 
unusual or monstrous-looking necessarily 
terrible and fearsome. In every collection 
of children's fairy tales, in every land and 
every language, we can also find stories of 
dwarfs, gnomes and other friendly, man-like 
monsters. 
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The Jepanefe taptr, Baku, t ooctumtl gitoft oaimMl, which feed* oo bad dreanu 
(Japanese folklore) 
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THE DOLPHIN 


The Dolphin, or Delphinus, was con¬ 
sidered a kindly sea monster in antiquity, 
servant of the gods and helper to man. In 
Creek mythology it was sacred to Apollo, 
and was the vehicle on which the sea gods 
rode the waves. The ancient Greek fisher¬ 
men called it Simories — the snubnosed — 
and according to the Greek naturalist Pliny, 
the dolphin reacted to the human voice: when 
fisherman called out "Simo,” the dolphin 
came to help them spread out their nets. The 
best known of all dolphin legends is the 
Greek fable of the musician Arion who, on 
his return from Sicily to Corinth, was threat¬ 
ened with death by the crew of his ship w^bo 
wanted the treasures on board, lie promised 
to throw himself overboard if he was allowed 


to play his tunes once more; the sailors 
agreed, and a school of dolphins cavorting 
around the ship were so charmed by his 
music that when Arion leaped into the water, 
one of them took him on its back and brought 
him safe and sound into the harbor of 
Corinth. For this benevolent deed the gods 
put Delphinus into the sky as a constellation. 
It is still believed today that dolphins 
follow vessels to rescue passengers and crew 
in emergencies. In Japanese folklore the 
dolphin Gregyo — the hanging fish — is con¬ 
sidered the best talisman against fires, and 
its image is placed on the roofs of houses for 
protection. In the West, the dolphin is an 
emblem of success in the arts, a messenger 
of good fortune, and a mascot for safe travel. 



pUyins with * dolphin, after an antique 
Creek vase painting 













138 ^ BENIGN MONSTERS 


THE DOLPHIN 



Ntphmc riding on ■ dolphin into the bnrbor of Vcnioc, from JoiiEiiiMi do Bnrfaori't 
Pianto di Veneao, printed in Venice, 1500 
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The KDchor and the dolphin in the printer's device of Aldus MnnutiuXf 
the best known use of the dolphin in heraldry, Venice, c. 1500 




The oonstDllAiion Al'dtdfin, tut Dtlphinm, 

from an early Arabic astronomical manuscript 
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THE DOLPHIN 



Th« dolphin rescuing Arioo, from lh« printer’i 
device of Johan Oporin, Basle, 1544 



Fanciful dolphin amulet for safe travel, 
from The CeleetUd Atloi, published in 1786 



Gregyo, the hanging dolphin, used as a house charm against fire 
(Japanese folk magic) 
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THE CENTAUR 


The Center, or Cenfatirtis, half man and 
half horsct was in Greek mythology a mem¬ 
ber of a wild and lawless race of monsters that 
inhabited the region of Thessaly. They were 
destroyed by the powerful Creek folk hero 
Heracles (the Roman Hercules). Only the 
more friendly and intelligent individuals of 
the race survived, like Pholus, an Arcadian 
centaur, son of Silenus, who became a friend 
of Heracles;^ and the wisest of all the cen¬ 
taurs, Chiron, son of Cronus, who was tutored 
by Apollo in music, and by Artemis in botani¬ 
cal medicine. He became the friend and phy¬ 
sician of the gods and the teacher of the 
mythological heroes Heracles, Aesculapius, 
Jason, Achilles, Theseus, Nestor, Maleagar 


and the Dioscuri Castor and Pollux. When he 
acddentaly wounded himself with a poisoned 
arrow of Heracles, he was unable to die be¬ 
cause the gods had made him immortal. To 
redeem him from his acute pain, the Titan 
Prometheus took upon himself Chiron’s im¬ 
mortality, and the gods put the dying Chiron 
into the sky as the constellation Sagittarius. 
As the teacher of Aesculapius, Chiron was 
considered the founding father of medicine 
and pharmacology. When Francisco Pizano 
landed in the New World, the natives, who 
had never before seen a horse or rider, fied 
from his mounted soldiers in the belief that 
they were a breed of unknown terrible mon¬ 
sters, half man, half beast. 



Tbe cenUiur Chirent te*c)iing yoimg Achilles ta pUjr tbif hup, 
after an antique Roman wall painting 
























































































142 ^ BENIGN MONSTERS 


THE CENTAUR 



The centaur Chironi playiog with ihr Creek god of love, Ernsj 
from an old French enicraving 



The«euc batihng the centaur, from Nioolaur Fcrrttus* 
De Mtruciura compo*itionU, Forli, 1495 
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Young cootaiin playing, from DiaiosueM of Crtatwtt Mon^vttdt 
London. 1530 



The coiutellatioM Sagittarius, nr the centaur Archer, 
from an old French engraving of the Zodiac 
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THE PEGASUS 


The white winged horse of ancient legend, 
Pegasus, was the most gentle of all fabled 
creatures. According to Greek mythology, it 
was believed to have been created by Posei¬ 
don from the bloody head of the slain gorgon 
Medusa. Caught and tamed by Athena, it 
became the steed of the Corinthian folk hero 
Bellerophon in his fight with the monster 
Chimera and in his other adventures. When 
Bellerophon, riding Pegasus, tried to reach 
the dwelling of the gods on Mount Olympus, 
he was thrown by the flying horse; Pegasus 
reached the summit alone and became the 
Thundering Horse of Jove, carrier of the 
divine lightning bolts. He was placed as a 
permanent constellation among the stars. In 


pre-Classical times, the figure of the sky- 
horse was used in astrology by the Assyrian- 
Babylonians, the Etruscans, the Hittites, and 
the early Aryans. Its name derives from the 
Phoenician Pag Sus —the bridled horse. In 
later tradition Pegasus became the symbolic 
mount of poets and artists because of the 
Greek legend which said that with a stamp of 
his hoof he caused the flow of Hippocrene, 
the fountain of the Muses, on Mount Helicon. 
Thus Pegasus became the symbol of poetic 
inspiration and the emblem of the creative 
arts. The legend of the celestial horse also 
reached the Far East, where it became the 
fabled Chinese Kylin, and the Japanese 
Ki-Rin. 



The Babylonian Pegastu, from a wall carving, 
in ancknt Nineveh 
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Bellerophoo and Pegasus, from an old Italian engraving 
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THE PEGASUS 





Pegasus and the Genie of Art. from an old French engraving 
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The celestial horso^ Kylin, the Chinese version of ttiD PegasUs, 
from an old Chinese pen drawing 



ALi-Rin, the Japanese version of tlie Pegasus, 
from an ancient drawing in a Kyoto temple 
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THE PHOENIX 


Tbe Fhoenix, Fenii or Fire-Bird, is be¬ 
lieved to be ol ancient Indian or Persian 
origin. It was called the Bennu in Egyptian 
mythology and lived in the deserts of Arabia, 
from where it flew every five hundred years 
to the holy city of Heliopolis in Egypt, to 
build in the Temple of the Sun a nest of 
myrrh, cassia and frankincense. This nest 
was ignited by Ra, the sun god, and con¬ 
sumed by fire. The cremated phoenix rose 
rejuvenated from its own ashes, symbolizing 
the undying spiritual instinct of man and the 
promise of reincamation after death. The 
phoenix was also emblematic of life and im¬ 
mortality in ancient Greece and Rome. Chris¬ 
tianity borrowed it from the Ancients as the 
emblem of the spirit’s victory over death, the 


symbol of the resurrection of the soul (Job 
29:13). In Far Elastem belief, the phoenix 
was one of the Four Mythical Animals. In 
Chinese mythology it was the Feng-Huang 
(Feng — the male phoenix, and Huang ~~ the 
female), king of the feathered race, and sym¬ 
bol of peace and prosperity. In Chinese po¬ 
etry it was the silver-breasted love-pheasant, 
emblem of the Empress of China, and har¬ 
binger of happiness, typifying friendship and 
ahection. In the mythology of Japan the 
phoenix was the sacred bird Ho-Oo (Ho — 
the male phoenix, and Oo — the female), the 
emblem of wise and good government and a 
symbol of good fortune. Throughout the 
world, the phoenix has become an emblem 
of good luck, prosperity and immortality. 



Th« Bennu bird, or the Egyptian phoenix, 
after an antique Egyptian wall painting 
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The Persian Firfr-hml, from Comest™* s Tfiiiorifl 
a beitiary manusaipt, ISth century 



The phoenix with Ihc ornamented enua, a« the lymbol of the rcsuireetiaa nf 
Christ and eternity, from Quatiuor EcangeUea, Belgrade, 1552 
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THE PHOENIX 



The phoenix riiiog from Ihc fine, fioni Magiiter JoMph Berrucriui' 
BeatiariuM, Savona, 1524 
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Thti silver-CRited Lave FbensanI, the poetic Chinese phoenix, 
of friendship and affection and Karhiaxer of happineu, 
from an old Chinese pen drawing 



Ha-Oo, the male^emaJe Japanese phoenix, s>’inbol of good and wise govemmenf, 
from an old Japanese pen drawing 
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THE PHOENIX 



Feni-Huan^f the tnali^fciiialF Chinetc ph^nii^ ruler of the featheteil anfmalij 
from an ancient Chinese pen drawing 
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THE UNICORN 


llie Unicom is the most widely known of all 
mythical animals, appearing in one fonn or 
another in nearly all Western and Oriental 
mythologies. According to Biblical etiology, 
the unicorn became extinct because it was 
thrown out of the ark, and drowned. Its name 
derives from the Latin unus — one, and cornu 
— horn. It was the Biblical Reem, mentioned 
in Deuteronomy 33:17: ‘‘his horns are like the 
horns of the unicorn." In the belief of the 
early Christian Church, it was the symliol of 
virginity and the emblem of the powder of 
love. In the sixteenth and seventeenth cen¬ 
turies, ground unicorn horn was a popular in¬ 
gredient in European medicine and was used 
as a potent remedy against pestilence and 
poison. Unicom horns were put on the tables 
of rulers and church dignitaries l>ecause it 


was believed that the horns would sweat at 
the presence of poisoned food. These horns, 
which sold for a king's ransom in Europe, 
were in reality the tusks of the narwhale. In 
antiquit)', Ktesias and Herodotus reported 
the presence of unicorns in Libya and Ethi¬ 
opia. Far Eastern folklore is especially rich in 
one-homed animals; unicorns are found in 
the mythologies of Tibet, Tartary, Malaya, 
and the Himalayan region. The most promi¬ 
nent of all Oriental tmicoms is the Chin-Lin, 
or Dragon-Horse, the king of all animals,, one 
of the four fabulous creatures of Chinese 
mythology, and the symbol of good luck, 
longevity, grandeur, felicity and wise admin¬ 
istration. It appears only when a sage is about 
to be bom, and is said to have been seen last 
at the birth of Confucius. 



The Axiyrian bull uiucorn under the Mcred tree of lotus buds, 
from an antique Asiyiian stone relid 
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THE UNICORN 



The Babylonian unicorn, from an antique wall cuwing at PoUidrara, 
Etruria, Itdy 



Monoeenu — the unicorn, from a bestiary manuscript, 
ISth century 
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The unicorn with St. Justirse and 
Alpbonse 1 of Ferrara 





























156 ^ BENIGN MONSTERS 


THE UNICORN 



The Pope the unicdm ^ thr Af the Holy Cho^t, ff\>m Futilus ScpUger' 3 

Explanaiio tmagintmt, tn emblem book, Cologne, 



Tbe wiioom, from Konrad Ceftier'* HUtoriae Aitimtilium, 
printed at Zurich, 1551 
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King, the Chinese single-homed stag, from an antique Chinese pen drawing 



5s, the Sword Ox, or Malayan unicorn, from an antique Chinese pen drawing 
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THE UNICORN 



La, the one^hnmcd Chin»e fraiu an andent Chinese drmwitkg 



JCi, the Chinese male unicorn, from ui antique Chinese pen drawinf 
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Ki-Lin, the combined male and female Chinese unicorn, 
from an antique Chinese pen drawinK 
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THE UNICORN 



The Japanese unicorn, from an old Japanese pen drawing 
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THE SPHINX 


The Sphinx was one of the fabulous compos¬ 
ite beasl:s of Egyptian mythology, a creature 
with a woman's head, a bull's loins, a hone's 
claws, and an eagle's wings. The human head 
represented intelligence and knowledge; the 
lion's claws stood for daring and action^ the 
bulls loins denoted stamina and persever¬ 
ance; and the folded eagle’s wings, silence. 
The sphinx was the guardian of Egyptian 
magic and occult wisdom, endowed with the 
four virtues of the Magi: knowledge, daring, 
will power and silence. Sphinxes were placed 
at the entrances of palaces and temples to 
guard tlieir mysteries, and to warn those w'ho 
penetrated into these sanctuaries to conceal 
from the profane the knowledge they had 
gained. Variations of sphinxes are found in 
many parts of the ancient world; there are 
three types in Egypt alone: the human- 


beaded Andfo-Sphinx^ the ram-headed Crto- 
Sphinx, the hawk-headed Hieraco-SphiTtx. 
There were also the man-headed sphinxes of 
Ass>Tian-Babylanian temples and palaces, 
and the oracular divinity sphinx of Thebes in 
BcEotia. Some existed even in Far Eastern 
legends. With the exception of the Greek 
Sphinx of Thebes (the only talking sphinx of 
ancient mythology), who killed passers-by 
who were unable to answer its riddles, all 
sphinxes were friendly and benevolent crea¬ 
tures, the guardians of religious, occult and 
magic secrets; and their image became the 
symbol of mystic wisdom and the emblem of 
silence in many parts of the world. The 
legend of the sphinx reached even faraway 
China, whose mythology abounded in mon¬ 
sters who guarded palaces of worship and 
protected believers at their devotions. 



The Babylonian sphtm, from an BntjQU^ Mono carvlaK 
at the Nimrud Palace, Nineveh 
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THE SPHINX 



The women>hcaded Egyptian iphinx, from an old French engraving, 
after an antique stone carving 



The Grecian sphinx of Thebes, after an antique stone carving 
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The ram*headed Egyptian Crio^hinz, from an old French engraving, 
after an antique stone carving 



The Chinese sphinx, from an old Chinese brush drawing 






















































Ckapter 10 


MEDIEVAL MARTIANS 


It is an inescapable conclusion that many of 
the ancient explorers^^ physicians and scholars 
of natural historj' were the science-fiction 
writers of their time. The illustrations in their 
volumes, depicting all kinds of fanciful, won¬ 
drous people on other continents, from Ethi¬ 
opia to Cathay, bear a striking resemblance 
to the Martians and Venusians of our modem 
s-f writers. Medieval geographic knowledge 
of far-off and unexplored places was no better 
than our current knowledge of planets and 
stars in outer space. And all these faraway 
lands were populated, in the reports of these 
scientists, by monstrous peoples, such as the 
Cannibali of the New World, the headless 
Acephali, the Anthropophagi and the Mm- 
ter os, found from Libya to the Far East, the 
Indian Sciopedes, a people with hypertrophic 
feet, the bird-headed tribes of Africa, and 


many others. Some of these were even real, 
and still exist today, such as the cannibalistic 
Indians of South America, the diminutive 
Negrillo Pygmies of Africa, and the Negrito 
Dwarfs of Asia, We have to give the scientific 
observers of bygone days the benefit of the 
doubt: their headless people with faces on 
their chests may have been bumoosed desert 
warriors; their bird- or animal-headed crea¬ 
tures, plumed jungle dancers or masked and 
painted witch doctors; their hairy wild men 
and women, anthropoid apes, such as orang¬ 
utans or gorillas, all seen from a distance. 

Modem science-fiction derived its ideas for 
the population of outer space directly from 
the medieval natural history volumes: it 
merely substituted steel and plastics for 
feathers and scales, and electronics for magic. 



164^^ 


Musterot, Pigmei «nd Sciopedi, from Guilb'«Ao de Dati s II 9€Condo Canton datt India, 
print^d by Johann Besteken Ac Sifismuod Mayer, Rome, 1494 
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Monitniiu people m faraway landt, from Conrad von MeE^nber^'t Puch dor fiatio, 
printed by Johann Bkmler, AuEsburs, 1478 






































































166 ^ MEDIEVAL MARTIANS 



OncKTi'cd Cjrcfop af Sicily 




Simla SoftfTvt from ladis 


Elcphaitt-hendccl Tn>^d|rf of 


Ethiop' 


From Coflt>o»Cr»a#urr«, by John Ashton, after Gains Plinius Secundus 


MEDIEVAL MARTIANS ^ 167 



The Citnnibilii of South America, 
from a quaint German broadside printed in 1505 



Monsters in the German ZouhencuM {Fairy Forest), from F, Petrarka's JTotCliicfcthufh, 
detiKDcd by Hans Weldibt, printed by Heinrich Steyncr, Aussburg, 1539 
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Acephcfl/T ihfr h«ulleii people nf 
from Korim WondmHiche Benchryvinge, llollAnd, 1563 



Craoe^in of Africa^ from Aliirovafidiu' 
Optra Omnio, print^ at Bologna, 1642 



Hairy Wild Man Monster, from /. Sluper't 
Omnium /era gentian, 1572 
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Wild Man tnCaptivity,from Boaiituaus 
Uutoiren prodigittuet, 1597 


Wild Woman and Pigmy prcsenlcd to tlw Idng, 
from Boaistuau'f ffiatotrca, Farit, 1597 



Headiest monsters from Ambroite Fare's 
Lioret dt Cbirurgerie, Paris, 1573 
















































Ckapter 11 

MONSTROUS MUTANTS 


Our survey of monsters would be incomplete 
if we did not take into consideration the noani- 
fold weird stories of monstrous human and 
animal mutants found in the folklore and in 
the medical and natural history volrunes of 
all periods. Such stories have abounded, since 
the days of the Greek philosopher Ktesias 
{Sth century b.c.) at the court of the Per¬ 
sian ruler Artaxerxes I, and especially since 
the works of the Roman naturalist Gaius 
Plinius Secundiis (23-79 a.d.), the founder 
of modem natural history. Medieval pitch¬ 
men collected real and faked monstrous 
freaks, which they sold at exorbitant prices to 
rulers for the entertainment of courtiers and 
their ladies, or exhibited profitably in cities 
and towns and in side shows at country fairs. 
In those days the manufacture of real living 
freaks was an extensive and flourishing busi¬ 
ness and home industiy'. Primitive, unedu¬ 
cated women of the poorer classes used all 


kinds of known and long-forgotten tricks, and 
deliberately suffered severe injury, to bear 
disfigured children who could be sold for 
substantial sums to carnival exhibitors. Some 
of the monstrous creatures shown in the shops 
and pubs of enterprising rural tavemkeepers 
and city merchants were embalmed fake 
monsters of simian origin, to which were 
grafted parts of birds, fishes and reptiles. The 
real living freaks had their medieval make-up 
men who exaggerated their monstrous fea¬ 
tures by all kinds of artificial means. Chest 
toupees arc not an invention of Hollywood, 
but were worn by many a hairy wild man or 
woman in medieval side shows long ago. 
Every age had its Bamum who exhibited such 
monsters to a gaping crowd, as long as they 
were willing to pay a pfenning, centime, ko¬ 
peck or rupee for a shuddering look at these 
unfortunate creatures, with the innermost 
thought: There but for the grace of God go /. 



I 
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eutuit£t>f6 

}u Jrnbfrg /©oftontf SSJartim 

£utb(t0. 



ii 


no-®* 


Fig-hcadcd Dtvil moaster, allegedly born In 1110 at Li^gc, 
from a pen drawing in a French occtilt manuscript La Magi* Soir*, France, 19th century 


Monster calf, bom in 1496 at Freiberg, Saxom'a, called the Monk* Caif, 
from a Lutheran pamphlet, designed by Lucas Cranach the Elder, Nuremberg 
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Momtcr tak«n from tfce TiWat Rome id 2496, called the Pope* Dohkty, 
from a LrUtheron pamphlet, designed by Lucas Cranach the Elder, Nuremberg 
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Monster pig born at Landsee in Bavaria, desigt^cd by Alhrocbt Diirer, 
from a broadside, printed at Nuremberg, 1496 



Human freaks, from Werner Rolewinck's Ltt Fleun rt mom^res d* temps pastas, 
printed by jehon le Petit and Michel le Noir, Paris, 1513 
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HuidbiU for fhe exhibition of m human monster with two heads and four hand *, 

BerUn. 1507 


MONSTROUS MUTANTS ^ 175 


BtBef 9 nti 9 tt>iut 5 erbarU($cr 

gcfdjicbrcn »nd gcburt^ifeo xxxi.3ar0 
5«^u0fpurs gefcbchcn.^c. 



U xin(|hi/tv»8 rtfi»Uct)«Mg ju auflfpotg on fd>wa«0*« fww/ 
jHc gqNirt Hibo: himni/t>c(y wun6al)4riith«r/»fln4i6iOT)o/ 
iWR«ino!/»n8o»6niich*B/»n6 vorniols etit tl^itoi/ aeth gUithm 

»nf5jmlid)fpg<(Wt/0tfthciittfttc^Kn/<Jii§itonl»yb«rtb<r< wdtgw 
b^vnbgcbto^h^. 

ZMeoftcKattit »«6gtbart/r<M«B§ittmUybfttmcn/i|igtWd*ttn» 
ftinithmotfdjcnhmbt/oiKltvb/^be/enb^S?'*"*"'*?"^**^/^ 
bdalongtlMoi/tVie b«i 6<f« Pfsi** **> ttfointn gibt »*o flnsryWtt- 
Di*(irtl>tewtt»ti)dich/»»g«fl<»lt0(biitt 
tvanbttbar/hntdnhaubteft munb jugificlj *ino» fifdf/Utmlcpnnt 
OTbid>t/iiiiKn witdlor gUbmag gdngtntob/auff foan mb gloptb« 
tttid vet fittton ^otbcw/Ale cm icbff/ ciflcn aiiq 

®*^t)ot*mfiiinli£bg«biitt/fo »onbct(tai»aiUfbfoiiiot/i(f 
gcwfl dnanfUitgai fd^tyn/ t>nb^biTe tmbaiic^ bfc andan/alo 

p^bfuantagtcmtn/geftctbm. . 

l30a8abBbiftt1Ton|ha»«bwibWMtiWich«^«)W*wT»jniw 

bdufittmeab imbiiiid/Cti: twiibt 

<iUtbinglwcd^(itng«Kthtlwnn^!gttftjtmib«ncn/w. 


Broadside announcement about the birth of a whole h'tter of naonsterx, 
bom to one woman at Augsburg, 1531 
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U 6 rcffrunae<nc 0 t)rt$<f?a(tm §M6/{o amlScu^ 

ttfnSartfotcni/©. S^m. ftetom. Situd^ 

XdinHfpffert/taailrrni 6paiUa )u fHn ^nritbrn jr 



H S!* a6tnf bff T^tmtn Saortff^f Mffr mf|fcfU9f tnb tmg^ 

ni> f t|ldf H tf it 01 ^ i»«7 wgcn tn rftpwi^^/ mii diHMe<|9nii#iiuui^fl rfiinti ffrvfFoi 
^laiuf^ifK ^nnri'CArjititAi Mr nrtf ^dAM tnb ^Smi UTlKsBig KrItl4^ml>^ wgcMf^ni/ 

otiekdflMr cfnQkAA^ln^f Jfl 

frftorboi ouff Mn'T^nMYi M0'pne ^t^U4 ^rdMn lB0f Mil 

^Dirfr Ml* omNt Mr0k<^5nMf)rdMi0 MgcftdAr fc^ Md Mid dll^ffg 

•iidMnd nt^ Nim rm(lli<f« iMmiitigni/ doniift olU 6<t«Mii#ar ^nwn><nMT«rfa(tl io*rdni/|tt 

fUctt Mn OUtar^igan 0(tcp(ra olkr ^rrotnrni mit drm grbctr/in lMrfr<8o(tr* fhicbtni firt* «lo^«ifni/ 
tafttfu giKdiVtl^ >^0111 N< im M i(l/(rl0f(/Mid aif rttbi^affau itM 5m<tM Mgnadm ti0llc / Muak fhii 
Jlam grtodi Midgrprrtfl oiM^Mrdni. 3(1 ouc^rin crfitrftfikt fArNIN aUm lk(tcfm<gmSrau* 

ivm/D(r ff(t dotm ofTtnalmli T^udni tod 9<fff{ni to Mtf iut( dnkgn/Mid ivcnn fA ai#NM b(fi«iwn/danMu:| 

ffc friba gn mgf Mid i^rrm fhMtf mil oiWfcr Migrdub rrfi^nftot MrfliKtni vn^ 

damd offimal emirfod^ |u fuk^ im^fldlini grburtm. 

^ibondrr pngeflaKt^Jb/ tolf tribe ii(im»S!7nif(6rtlfW4/<f»der04iisni<r|rif iitt ianbt 

%rr^/dAinaid Nd(i 0ponfrr dot 0frutto ^ernberg to ^uti/emriiKm Ad gcwdTp(rni<'dnd 1(9 du trn Icuim 
mn(4(b^ tu^ nn0paii(i ink derfd^ Xd fnn nunetK r^rgidmun 


BnatLdde announcement dbmit the birth of two bumdn moarten, one with a pig'* bead, 
the other with the hind part of a call, Nuremherx. 1578 


MONSTROUS MUTANTS 177 



WaPE CONTRAFECTVR EINE5 LAMPEL5 MIT 
'J)rcu(rn Lethcm und cxrtem ^opff So im verfth- 
inenMonat lulu dtcjzes fS-zo lanri IjiC C/aupenkuy 
\n jiun^arn -uSn cincm Schaff allfo ^cjiailet 

orjj'en vnduon Turnchmen herrn ^ejchin- 

IJJ 0 rJrn 


Broadside announcement about the birth ol a sheep with one head and three hodiei, 
Clausenburs, Hungary, 1620 
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A hiunui frcakt cillcd tlic Sfrmo/ Adcmrw, 
allecedly born in 1512 at Ravenna, 
from Ambroise Pari't Liorei de Chirurgerie, Paris. 1573 



At ytnru Annt D*i«. 

I a 5 4 . a uwc a 

colt^vith ihfpcrf^ fic; 
of a min, but ill die reft 
of the bo^e likean horT: 
jiUule after that) the 
war between the F/«re«- 
timi and Fifani began ^ 
by whidi all Ualit \]tras 
io a combuftlofu 


A colt vritb a man's face, allegedly foaled in 1254 at Verona, 
from Ambroise Parc’s Lien* de Chirurgerie, Paris, 1573 
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Monster boy with four arms aivd four legs 



Monster man with parasitic boy, seen in 1530 



Monster couple with two beads (after Rhodigtnus) 
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Doji boy iDonxtcr^ h^lf boy, half dog 



Female twins joined a| the back Female monster with two headi 


From Boaistujiu’f Hutoire$ ProdigutuMtra, Paris, 1573 
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Woman monster, half cat, half woman 


Girl monster with four eyes and arms 


From j. W. Schmuck's Foaetdi, 1679 



Fish-boy bom in 1664 at Beiseiglia, llidy, from ma 
exhibition handbill printed in England 
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Fjtnciful medtui rcprescntution of joined lwin> fn the womh, 
froin EtirKalre Rodjon'e trof aux eJ i-nfantxmms d*t ffmmet, iiriiited hy Nicnfju Bonfons, Fttris, 1577 



The iJon-hudeil Barbsni Ursclin. bom tn 1641 lit Aujiiburiu 
from Ulysses Aldrovandus’ Opera Omnia Mon*trum //uforio, printed at Bologna, 1668 
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English boy monitcr, born in JSS2 



English monitcr boy^ Ktfi in 1554 


From E. Fenton’s Secrete uiondera of Sature, printed in England, 1569 



UofTihle Tnonxtroiu mutant seen in Cracow, 
from Lyoosthenes* Prodigiorum, Basle, 1557 



Two-beaded girl mutant, from Ambrobe Fare’s 
Livreede Chirurgerie, Paris, 1573 
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GLOSSARY 


ABRAXAS The seipentdcgged god of magical in¬ 
fluence. 

ANDRO^SPHINX The huniBn-headed sphirnt of 
Egypt. 

AMPHISBAENA A reptile with • head at both eirds 
which can walk in either direction; according to 
Pliny, wearing a live amphisbaena is a safeguard in 
pregnancy, a dead orte a remedy for rheumatism. 

ARCUS In Creek mythology the giant with a hun¬ 
dred eyes; after he was killed by Hermes, his eyes 
were put in the tail of the peaco^; today Argus is a 
name for an alert watchman. 

ASOOTEE In Hindu mythobgy the serpent with its 
tail in its mouth cndrcling tfte three parts of the 
universe. 

AZON In Persian mythology the sun god of creative 
motion, symbolized by the serpenHue wheel of the 
Spirit of Life. 

BAKU A ixKtumal dream-eating tapir of Japanese 
lore which could be willed to eat one’s l>ad dreams. 

BASILISK or COCKATRICE A fabulous serpent 
monster which tracked crocodiles and ate their eggs; 
its image was extensively used in heraldr>'. 

BEHEMOTH A giant Biblical tarxl monster, vari¬ 
ously thought of as a large Klppopotainus or gigantic 
water buffalo; today denoting ani^hing exceptionally 
large of its kind, 

BENNU The heron-like sacred bird of Egyptian 
mythology, emblem of resurrection. 


BOAS An enormous serpent living on the Italian 
mainland in the 1st century AD- widch was beHeved 
to suck the mifk of sleeping cows and feed on small 
ehildrefl, 

BOUC NOtR A black he-goat allied to be the in¬ 
carnation of the devil and the vehicle of witches for 
their trip to the Witches Sabbath. 

CATOBLEPAS or CORCON An iron-clad bull onm- 
ster that lived on the islands of Corgates at)d fed on 
deadly shrubs and poisonous herbs. Its horrible 
breath was reputed to kill every attacker instantly. 

CECROPS The first king of Attica, half man, half 
serpent, who established himself on the Acropolis arrd 
founded the township of Cecropia. 

CENTAUR In Creek mythology a member of a wild 
and lawless race of monsters, half man and half 
horse, that inhabited the region of Thessaly. 

CERBERUS The ihree-headed watchdog of Creek 
and Roman mythology who guards the gates of 
Hades. 

CETUS The Whale constellation, celestial reincarna¬ 
tion of the Creek mythological sea-monster sent by 
Poseidon to devour Andromeda. 

CHEN-LUNC A dragon of Chinese lore that guards 
from the eyes of mortals the wealth concealed in the 
earth's int^or. 

CHIMERA A fire-breathing monster of Greek my¬ 
thology, with the head and breast of a lion, the body 
of a goat and the tail of a serpent. 

COCKATRICE (see BASILISK) 


^iS7 
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DACON The main deity of the Philistines and later 
of the Phoenicians, a monster, half fish, half num. 

FAFNIR Guardian of the Nibelungen Hoard, 

FENG*HUANG The Chinese phoenix, a male-female 
bird with the head and comb of a pheasant, and 
feathers of a peacock. 

FIRE-BIRD (see PHOENK) 

GREFITN A ferocious monster, half lion, half eagle, 
which f«l live humans to its young; symbol of eternal 
vigilance. 

HARPIES Three hideous, winged morrsters of Creek 
mythology, with heads and breasts of a woman, 
Ix^es of a bird and claws of a Uon. 

HERMAPHRODITUS In Creek mythology, the son 
of Hermes and Aphrodite, who, united in one body 
with the nymph Salmads, was both male and female. 

HO-OO The Japanese phoenin, niler of the feathered 
race, which appeared only during the rdgn of a wise 
monarch. 

Ki-LIN A male-female fonn of the unicorn in Chi¬ 
nese mythology, symbolizing the reign of an upright 
monrach. 

CARUDA A monster bird of Vedic mythology, and 
king of the feathered race. 

GORGON (see CATOBLEPAS) 

Kl-RIN The Japanese Pegasus living in Paradise and 
visiting the earth only at the birth of a Scsin, or wise 
philosopher. 

KRAXEN An enumioux monster of Norwegian sea 
lore in the form of a gigantic octopus-cmb. 

LADON The dragon of Greek mythology that 
guarded the Golden Apples in the Garden of the 
Hesperides. 

LAMIA or MORMOLICOE An iron-clad monster 
with a woman's head artd breast, two cow's feet and 
two cat's claws, which feeds on the fiesh of children. 

LAMUSSA The human-headed, winged lion monster 
of Assyrian-Babylonian mythology. 

LEVIATHAN A Biblical water monster, variously 
thought of as a whale or gigantic crocodile. 

UNDWIJRM A winged monster serpent In Cer- 
manlc-Nordic folk sagas, with scaly armor but lack¬ 
ing legs or claws. 


LORELEI A semi-human watery creature of 
Rehenish folk saga. 

LUNG A fire-breathing, scaled and homed dragon 
of Chinese mythology. 

MAKARA A sea nionatei of Vedic mythology, nepre- 
stmting the Spirit of the Sea. 

MANTICORA A vompbrie man-killiiig monster of 
ancient Tataric origin. 

MELUSINE A European mermaid that moiried the 
nephew of Count of Portiere; her descendant Guy 
de Lusignan was King of Jerusalem and Cyprus in 
the 12th century. 

MIDGARD The tail-biting or world serpent of Teu¬ 
tonic mythology. 

MOLGCH A monstrous Biblical divinity of the an¬ 
cient Amniomtes to whom children were sacriBcially 
burned. 

MORMOLtCOE (see LAMIA) 

MUBAKUMO-NO-TAURUCl The dragon swoid of 
Japanese legend. 

NEREID A sea god of antiquity. 

NIDHOGGR The Nordic serpent-monster, repre¬ 
senting the vulcanic powers of the earth. 

NINCYO The mermaid of Japanese lore whose pres¬ 
ence portends mishap or dvil war. 

NISROCH The eagle-headed god of Assyrian 

mythology, 

OPHIUCHUS The Serpent-holder constellation, re¬ 
garded by the ancient Greeks as the celestial rein¬ 
carnation of Aesculapius, the healer, 

OUROBOROS The serpent biting Its own tail, an 
ancient symbol of eternity. 

PEGASUS The white winged horse of ancient 
legend. 

P’ENC-NIAO A semi-dragon bird of Chinese 
mythology. 

PHOENIX In ancient mythologies, the Fire-Bird 
which rose from its own ashes; symbol of resurrec¬ 
tion, good fortune and Immortality. 

PI-HSI A ddty of the rivers in Chinese mythology, 
in the form of a dragon-tortoise monster. 
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QUETZLAL The pKimed serpent bird, an Aztec 
symbol of the air. 

ROC, or RUKH A gigantic bird of prey of Perslan- 
Arabic legend. 

RYU A Japanese dragon, one of the four sacred crea¬ 
tures of the Orient, able In live in the air, in water, 
and on land. 

SCIAPODES A race of man in ancient India who 
lay on their backs, using their enonnous raised feet 
to protect themselves from the sun, 

SENMURV, the Seed-Scatterer A monster (rf Sas- 
sanian-Persian mythology, half mammal, half bird, 
symbolizing the union d earth, sea and sky. 

SESHA The seven-headed naga-serpent of Hindu 
mythology. 

SHEDU A human-headed, winged monster bull of 
Assyrian-Babylonian mythology. 

SIMURQH The giant monster bird of Persian my¬ 
thology, so old that he has seen the world thrice 
destroyed. 

SIREN A sea nymph in Greco-Roman mythology, 
part woman, part bird, who by its singing hired s^- 
ors to their death on rocky shores. 

SZ The Sword Ox, or Malayan unicorn. 

UAZIT The mythological tutelary goddess of the 
ancient Egyptian Nor^ 

UNICORN A mythological horse-like beast having 


a long tapering horn growing from its forehead; 
symbol of strength and virginity. 

SPHINX A composite monster of Egyptian mythol¬ 
ogy, including the human-headed Andro-Sphinx, 
the ram-headed Crio-Sphinx, and the hawk-l^ded 
Hlcraco-Spliinx. 

TATZLWURM A winged, fire-breathing dragon-like 
monster of Gennanic foDclore. 

TENCU A fabulous winged creature of Japanese 
lore. 

TIAMAT The serpent-monster of chaos in Assyrian- 
Babylonian religion. 

TRITON A sea god in Greek mythology, half man, 
half fish, who was able to calm storms. 

TS'UM'A'KS The sea monster of the Haida Indians. 

VAMPIRE In Slavic occult lore, the reanimated 
corpse of a witch or sorcerer which leaves its grave 
to suck the blood of sleeping persons. 

YU-LUNG A Chinese river monster, half fish, half 
dragon. 

THUNDERBIRD A supernatural eagle in American 
Indian lore that created thunder by flapping its wings 
and lightning by blinking its eyes. 

UNDINE A legendary female water sprite. 

WEREWOLF A human transformed by black magic 
into a ferocious, cainivorous wolf-man. 
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